Getting your message through to your hard of hearing or deaf patients or families.
Of the more than 28 million people in the United States who are deaf or hard of hearing, about 40% of this population is found in the elderly. The information in this article will help plastic surgical nurses understand the Deaf culture better as well as provide inventory of communication possibilities so your dialogue is both complete and effective. The following simple guidelines can help make communication between you and your deaf patient more effective.